commodore 


"WHO IS COMMODORE?" 

With the introduction of the PET computer, many people are asking that 
question. Yet Commodore has been a major force in the figuring machine 
business for over a decade, a leader in personal electronic technology for 
almost as long and a public corporation for almost twenty years. 

Perhaps these next few pages will tell you not only who we were and who 
we are but also where we expect to be. 


.. .WHERE WE WERE: Highlights and Headlines 

1955 — Commodore Business Machines formed to assemble and market typewriters. 

1959 — The Commodore adding machine 

. . marketed under the name of “Quick" then, later, "Commodore." 

1962 — Commodore buys the Feiler mechanical adding machine plant in Germany; Com 
modore's first integrated acquisition. 

1963 - First Electronic Calculators appear; will they replace adding machines and electro-me- 
mechanical calculators? 

1966 - Commodore sells Feiler to Litton Industries. 


1967 - Commodore AL 1000 among first commercial 
electronic calculators. Retail: $1495. 
Supplied by Casio. Commodore exclusive 
marketer of Casio products for several years. 



1971 — The world's first consumer-oriented, mass-marketed 
calculator — The Commodore C108. 

Retail $199.95. "Four Banger," electric. 
Produced by Omron. 



1971 - The world's first personal, hand-held calculator- 
The Commodore Minute Man I. 

Produced by Bowmar with one of the first 
applications of the new large scale integrated 
(LSI) chip technology and the low-power light- 
emitting diode (LED) display technology. 
Calculator now battery operated and rechargeable. 
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1973 — Commodore introduces the first promotionally 

priced calculator. 

Minute Man 6 creates sensation at $29.95. 
Calculator volume world-wide starts its 
phenomenal growth. 

1974 — Commodore shifts marketing emphasis to Europe. 



1973 - Commodore announces its 10,000,000th calculator, the first company to reach 
this goal. 


1976 — Commodore has largest share of key European markets: United Kingdom, Germany, 
France, Scandinavia. 


1975 — Commodore designs and produces its own advanced 
scientific and financial calculators. 


1976 — Commodore acquires Optical Diodes and MOS Technology. 

The beginning of Commodore's thrust for vertical integration. 



1977 — Commodore introduces electronic 
digital watch. 

First in world to offer $9.95 LED 
watch; Texas Instrument follows. 



FAIRCHILD TEXAS INSTRUMENT COMMODORE 

$2925 $1925 $925 


1977 — Commodore enters into agreement in principle to acquire Frontier Manufacturing Co. 

Producer of watch modules and C MOS LSI devices, complements MOS Technology's 
devices. 


1977 — Commodore completes large LCD (liquid crystal display) facility. 


1977 — Commodore acquires Nortex and Gildon. 

Steel fabricating facilities to complement Commodore's steel office furniture line. 
(Canada) 



1977 — Commodore announces PET, stand-alone complete 
personal computer system. 
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Growth in Electronic Calculators 
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Commodore’s Growth 
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The Passing Parade of Brand Names in Calculators 


1969-1972: Here are the leading producers and marketers of calculators as of 
that period. 

Anita, Commodore, Canon, Monroe, Olivetti, Sharp, Toshiba, Victor, SCM/Marchant, 
Columbia, Eldorado, Bohn/Rex-Rotary, Mostek (Corvics), Rapidata, Frieden/Singer, 
Regan, Facit-Ohdner (Adds), Regan, Summit, Dictaphone, IME, Phillips, Seiko, Sony, 
AMI, Cherry, Unicam, Rockwell, Busicom, Remington Rand, Ricoh, Sanyo, Casio, 
General, Bowmar, Unitrex, Litronix. 

1977: Here are the major producers and marketers of calculators surviving from 
that list. 

Commodore, Canon, Monroe (limited), Sharp, Victor (limited), Casio. 

To that list we may add a few more names of committed participants: 

Texas Instruments, Hewlett-Packard, Sinclair, Teal, National Semi Conductor, APF. 

Commodore is virtually alone in spanning that entire time frame; we are graduate 
survivors. 
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WHERE WE ARE: Sales Projection 

Commodore today is five distinct companies. 



Components — MOS Technology supplies MOS/LSI (metal 
oxide silicon/large scale integration devices. 

ODI/in house display group supplies LED (light-emitting 
diode displays) and LCD (liquid crystal displays). 

Sales for fiscal year 1977-78 projected at $11,000,000 

exclusive of intercompany sales. 


(Note: Frontier Manufacturing Co., to be formally acquired on March 8, 1978, on its discharge 
from Chapter 11, is expected to contribute at least $500,000 monthly revenues to Commodore. 
This contribution is not included in the $11,000,000 cited.) 



Calculators—We project sales in the fiscal 

year at $20,000,000 

. . . just 29% of total sales volume. 


Watches—With Commodores commitment now 

to the digital watch business, we project total 

sales in the fiscal year at $15,000,000 


Systems—Commodore projects sales of KIM at $ 4,000,000 

for the fiscal year and sales of PET computers 

at just $10,000,000 



Steel Products—Office furniture and steel 

consumer goods will contribute $10,000,000 


Total, Fiscal year ending June 30, 1978 


$70,000,000 










What is the Climate for Commodore Products? 

U.S. Commerce Department's "Industrial Outlook" for January 1978 predicts for 1978 vs 1977 

• 15% increase in computers and computer equipment to $13.2 billion . . . including 

• 40% increase in "small computers" 

• and a 14% increase in integrated circuits to $3.3 billion. 

The Semiconductor Industry Association projects the single largest category of semiconductors 
to be MOS ICs and 

• a 17% increase in MOS ICs over 1977 to $1.4 billion. 

Creative Strategies projects, in the growth of MOS static and dynamic RAMs, 1976 to 1981 on 

• a 385% increase in static RAMs to $170,000,000 

• and a 250% increase in dynamic RAMs to $420,000,000 

Vantage Research projects, in the personal computer market, from 1976 to 1982 

• a 667% increase in dollars to $1.1 billion 


(Commodore has taken a major position as a supplier of small and personal 
computers, integrated circuits, MOS ICs, static and dynamic RAMs. . . the 
major areas of electronic growth ... if we are to believe this consensus.) 


What is Commodore Today? 


. . . a vertically integrated, diversified company producing components and finished 
goods for the consumer electronics industry and, to a lesser extent, for the office 
equipment and steel consumer products industries. 

. . . a company that has pioneered in the development of new products and has gained 
a reputation for high performance, low cost products. 

A company that has financed this development through expensing against current 
income. 

A company that puts a premium on aggressiveness and on the elimination of all un¬ 
necessary frills. 

. . . leading us to say: "Commodore. We know how." 
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commodore 


and commodore companies 


Head Office 

Nassau, Bahamas 
Executive Office 

Palo Alto, California, USA 
Norristown, Pennsylvania, USA 
Newport Beach, California, USA 
Santa Clara, California, USA 


Agincourt, Toronto, Canada 

Slough, England 

Eaglescliffe, England 

Neu Isenburg, West Germany 

Aarau, Switzerland 

Hong Kong 

Osaka, Japan 


brought: to you by 

http:// commodore-international/ 

commodore international historical society 

this document was generously donated by 
don greenbaum 



